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We soundly oppose President Trump’s budget outline, which would cut $6 billion from the National
Institutes of Health (NIH). Reducing NIH’s funding by nearly 20 percent will devastate our nation’s
already fragile federal research infrastructure and undercut a longstanding commitment to
biomedical science that has fueled advances in cancer prevention, diagnosis, and treatment.
When we are on the cusp of tremendous advances in cancer care, the United States can’t turn
back the clock on research that will benefit millions of Americans with life-threatening diseases and
their families. Gutting the U.S. research infrastructure won’t make America First, but will decidedly
place the United States behind other countries in scientific advances. Failure to nurture the historic
U.S. investment in research places health outcomes, scientific leadership, and economic growth at
risk.
The American Society of Clinical Oncology (ASCO) urges Congress to reject the proposed cuts
and increase federal support for NIH and the National Cancer Institute (NCI).
We stand ready to work with lawmakers to finalize a fiscal year 2017 (FY 2017) spending package
including the $34.1 billion in funding for the NIH passed by the Senate Appropriations Committee
in June of last year. We further urge Congress to continue this budget trajectory with significant
increases for NIH in FY 2018, in addition to funds included in the 21st Century Cures Act for the
Beau Biden Cancer Moonshot Initiative.
Now is not the time to slow progress in finding new treatments and cures for patients with cancer.
In fact, after more than a decade of flat funding, our nation’s biomedical research infrastructure
must catch up with sustained increases in future years to meet the possibility of today’s science.
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