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2009 ASCO-ASH CAC Network Meeting Highlights

The 2009 Annual Hematology/Oncology CAC Network Meeting took place on Friday, July 24, 2009 at the ASCO Headquarters in Alexandria, Virginia.  Thanks to everyone who participated.  The meeting agenda and speaker presentations can now be viewed online on the ASCO CAC Website.  Please contact Laura Cathro with any questions related to the meeting at (571) 483-1642 or Laura.Cathro@asco.org.  


MAC Transition Updates

Trailblazer Awarded A/B MAC Contract for Jurisdiction 7
On July 10, 2009, CMS announced that TrailBlazer Health Enterprises has been awarded the A/B MAC contract for Jurisdiction 7, which includes Arkansas, Louisiana and Mississippi.  TrailBlazer, who currently serves as the MAC for Jurisdiction 4, comprised of Texas, Oklahoma, New Mexico and Colorado, will begin the MAC transition activities for J7 immediately.  

An Award Background Sheet and Questions &Answers document can be found on the CMS website.  


MAC Award Chart (updated on 9/1/2009):


	Jurisdiction
	Award Date
	Company
	States

	1
	10/25/2007
	Palmetto GBA
	American Samoa, Guam, Northern Mariana Islands, CA, HI, & NV

	2
	5/5/2008
	Nat’l Heritage Insurance Corp. (NHIC)??
	AK, ID, OR, WA

	3
	7/31/2006
	Noridian Administrative Services
	AZ, MT, ND, SD, UT, WY

	4
	8/3/2007
	Trailblazer Health Enterprises
	CO, NM, OK, TX

	5
	9/4/2007
	Wisconsin Physician Services (WPS)
	IA, KS, MO, NE

	6
	1/7/2009
	Noridian Administrative Services
	IL, MN, WI

	7
	7/10/2009
	Trailblazer Health Enterprises
	AR, LA, MS

	8
	1/7/2009
	National Government Services
	IN, MI

	9
	9/12/2008
	First Coast Service Options
	FL, Puerto Rico,

& Virgin Islands

	10
	1/7/2009
	Cahaba GBA
	AL, GA, TN

	11
	1/7/2009
	Palmetto GBA
	NC, SC, VA, WV

	12
	10/24/2007
	Highmark Government Services (HGS)
	DE, DC, MD, NJ, PA

	13
	3/18/2008
	National Government Services (NGS)
	CT, NY

	14
	11/19/2008
	Nat’l Heritage Insurance Corp.

(NHIC)
	ME, MA, NH, RI, VT

	15
	1/7/2009
	Highmark Medicare Services (HMS)
	KY, OH


*NOTE: The awards for jurisdictions 2, 6, 8, 11, and 15 are in dispute.



Local Coverage Updates

Noridian Revises LCD on Genetic Testing, L24308 for J3 and AK, OR, and WA
Effective June 1, 2009, Noridian revised their Local Coverage Determination (LCD) for Jurisdiction 3 and Part B Alaska, Oregon, and Washington to add CPT code 83909, as well as coverage of KRAS testing.  Amsterdam II criteria was also expanded.

Noridian Updates Local Coverage Policy for Erythropoiesis Stimulating Agents
Effective June 1, 2009, Noridian updated their Local Coverage Determination (LCD), L24301, for Erythropoiesis Stimulating Agents (ESAs). The special requirements for coverage of darbepoetin (DPA) used in the treatment of the anemia due to myelodysplastic syndrome (MDS) have been eliminated.  This update reflects the current drug compendia recognition of darbepoetin as an accepted indication for the treatment of the anemia of MDS.  As a result, both erythropoietin (EPO) and DPA are covered for this indication.  In addition, they clarified MDS coverage requirement #4 to ensure providers understood the absolute coverage exclusion if bone marrow blast count is >5%. 

Palmetto GBA Updates their Erythropoiesis Stimulating Agents (ESA) Policy
Effective August 10, 2009, Palmetto GBA updated their Local Coverage Determination (LCD) for Erythropoiesis Stimulating Agents (ESAs), L29888, to add ICD-9 codes 238.73, 238.74 and 238.75 to the ICD-9 section for patients with anemia related to myelodysplastic syndrome and raised the level of creatinine to 2.5.  A more detailed explanation of the update can be found on the Palmetto website.

Trailblazer Revises Local Coverage Policies for Chemotherapeutic Drugs
Effective July 31, 2009, Trailblazer Health Enterprises has updated their Drugs and Biologicals (Chemotherapeutic) Local Coverage Determinations (LCDs) for Jurisdiction 4 (CO, NM, OK, TX), 4I-92AB, and Part B Virginia, I-68B, to replace ICD-9-CM diagnosis code, 238.79 (other lymphatic and hematopoietic tissues), used to indicate B-cell lymphoproliferative disorders expressing the CD-20 antigen as a covered diagnosis for J9310 (Injection, rituximab, 100 mg), with ICD-9-CM diagnosis code 238.77 (reflecting Post-Transplant Lymphoproliferative Disorder (PTLD)).

Wisconsin Physician Services (WPS) Revises Local Coverage Policy for Chemotherapy Drugs and their Adjuncts
Effective August 1, 2009, Wisconsin Physician Services (WPS) revised their Local Coverage Determination (LCD) for Chemotherapy Drugs and their Adjuncts, L28576, to add clarification of need for KRAS test for treatment of colorectal cancer for J9055.


National Coverage Updates

Clarification for Billing Part B Versus Part D for the Anti-emetic Aprepitant
The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) issued a new special edition MLN Matters article that describes their policy distinguishing Part B versus Part D billing for the anti-emetic medication aprepitant (Emend®) for chemotherapy induced nausea-vomiting (CINV). 

The Part D program will generally cover Emend® when it is not prescribed in accordance with the Medicare Part B coverage guidelines. 


ASCO Updates

ASCO Comments on Proposed Physician Fee Schedule for 2010
On July 1, 2009, the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) released its proposed changes to the Medicare Physician Fee Schedule for 2010.  ASCO issued a summary of the proposed rule, and also submitted comments.   

The official CMS Press Release, Fact Sheet, and related updates can be found on the CMS website. 

ASCO Comments on Proposed Rules for HOPPS for 2010
On July 1, 2009, the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) released its proposed changes to the Medicare Hospital Outpatient Prospective Payment System (HOPPS) payment rules.  ASCO submitted comments on the proposed changes. 

The official CMS Press Release, Fact Sheet, and related updates can be found on the CMS website. 

ASCO Issues Cost of Cancer Care Guidance Statement
On July 7, 2009, ASCO published its Cost of Cancer Care Guidance Statement in the Journal of Clinical Oncology. ASCO's Cost of Care Task Force developed this statement to raise awareness in the oncology community about the many factors at work that are driving the increasing costs of cancer care.   


FDA Updates

FDA Releases Final Rules on Expanded Access
On August 12, 2009, the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) published two new rules related to investigational drugs.  One new rule, "Expanded Access to Investigational Drugs for Treatment Use," amends existing regulations on expanded access by clarifying current rules and adding new types of expanded access for treatment use.  The second rule, "Charging for Investigational Drugs Under an Investigational New Drug Application," clarifies the specific circumstances and the types of costs for which a manufacturer can charge a patient for an investigational drug, either as part of a clinical trial, or for treatment use outside the scope of a clinical trial through expanded access.  

More information can be found in the Federal Register, E9-19004 and E9-19005.

FDA grants approval for the use of bevacizumab (AvastinR, Genentech, Inc.) in renal cell cancer
On July 31, 2009 the U.S. Food and Drug Administration granted approval for the use of bevacizumab (Avastin®, Genentech, Inc.) in combination with interferon alfa for the treatment of patients with metastatic renal cell carcinoma.  The approval was based on results from the BO17705 trial which demonstrated a 5 month improvement in median progression-free survival (PFS) in bevacizumab-treated patients.  More information about the new approval can be viewed on the ASCO website . 

Full prescribing information, including clinical trial information, safety, dosing, drug-drug interactions and contraindications is available on the FDA website. 

FDA Approved New Iron Replacement Product: Ferumoxytol (FerahemeT Injection)
On June 30, 2009, the United States Food and Drug Administration (FDA) approved ferumoxytol (Feraheme™ Injection, AMAG Pharmaceuticals, Inc.) for the treatment of iron deficiency anemia in adult patients with chronic kidney disease (CKD).  Full prescribing information is available on the FDA website.

FDA Approved Class Labeling for KRAS Mutations to Monoclonal Antibodies
On July 17, 2009, changes were made to the product labels of cetuximab (Erbitux® ImClone Systems, Branchburg, NJ) and panitumumab (Vectibix ® Amgen, Thousand Oaks, CA).   Labeling changes have been implemented in the INDICATIONS AND USAGE, CLINICAL PHARMACOLOGY, and CLINICAL STUDIES sections of both cetuximab and panitumumab product labels.  More information can be found on the ASCO website.

Full prescribing information for cetuximab (Erbitux®), including clinical trial information, safety, dosing, drug-drug interaction, contraindications is available on the FDA website.  

Full prescribing information for panitumumab (Vectibix®), including clinical trial information, safety, dosing, drug-drug interaction, contraindications can also be found on the FDA website. 

FDA Approved Pemetrexed (AlimtaR) for Maintenance Treatment of Locally Advanced or Metastatic Non-squamous Non-Small Cell Lung Cancer
On July 2, 2009, the U. S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) approved pemetrexed injection (Alimta® Injection, Eli Lilly and Company) for maintenance treatment of patients with locally advanced or metastatic non-squamous non-small cell lung cancer whose disease has not progressed after four cycles of platinum-based first-line chemotherapy.  This approval is the third approved indication for pemetrexed in locally advanced or metastatic non-squamous non-small cell lung cancer.  Pemetrexed is not indicated for the treatment of patients with squamous cell non-small cell lung cancer.

Full prescribing information, including clinical trial information, safety, dosing, drug-drug interactions and contraindications is available on the FDA website. 



-----------------------------------------------------
ASCO sends periodic e-mails to its Contractor Advisory Committee (CAC) Network as a means of disseminating information and increasing awareness about Carrier/LCD issues around the country. You have received this e-mail as an identified interested party in the LCD process (e.g. State Society President, Oncology/Hematology/Gynecology CAC Representative/Alternate, CPC Member, CPC State Affiliate).More information is available at ASCO’s website. To submit corrections to ASCO's CAC website, or to obtain further information about any items included in this e-mail or CAC issues in general, please contact:


Laura J. Cathro
Medicare Program Coordinator
The American Society of Clinical Oncology
2318 Mill Road, Suite 800
Alexandria, VA 22314
Phone (703) 519-2907
Fax (703) 684-8364
laura.cathro@asco.org
