
ASCO CAC Network E-News
June 2009 Issue


MAC Transition Updates

Stay of Performance Issued on A/B MAC Contracts for Jurisdictions 6, 8, 11, and 15
On June 5, 2009, ASCO staff inquired as to the current status of the A/B MAC contracts for Jurisdictions 6, 8, 11, and 15, and was advised by the director of the Medicare Contractor Management Group that these four contracts have been issued a Stay of Performance, and are currently under review by the Medicare General Counsel and agency contracting office.  CMS is implementing corrective action for each of these contracts.  Existing contractors will continue to service Medicare claims for these states until a final determination has been made.


Local Coverage Updates

First Coast Revises Local Coverage Policy for J9350: Topotecan Hydrochloride (Hycamtin®)
First Coast’s local coverage determination (LCD) for topotecan hydrochloride (Hycamtin®), L29290, has been revised, effective June 8, 2009.  A request was received to add the off-label indication of primary central nervous system lymphoma as medically reasonable and necessary.  Review of literature demonstrated that this was an acceptable request.  The following ICD-9-CM codes have been added as medically reasonable and necessary: 200.50 - 200.58.

Highmark Local Coverage Policy for Vitamin D Assay Testing Available for Comment
Highmark’s draft local coverage policy, DL30273, for Vitamin D Assay Testing is currently available for comment.  Comments are due by July 8, 2009.  The projected determination effective date is for services performed on or after September 24, 2009.

Pinnacle Clarifies Coverage for ESAs
In response to repeated inquiries on billing and coverage for Erythropoiesis Stimulating Agents (ESAs) from the provider community (The procedure codes involved are J0881 & J0882), Pinnacle has asked providers to use the following table, which clarifies coverage based on LCDs (AC-05-004; AC-05-005; AC-05-006; & AC-05-007) for primary and secondary diagnosis indications.

Wisconsin Physician Services (WPS) Issues Draft Local Coverage Policy for Chemotherapy Drugs and their Adjuncts
The draft local coverage policy for Wisconsin Physician Services (WPS) for Chemotherapy Drugs and their Adjuncts, DL28576, is currently pending a new anticipated effective date of September 20, 2009.


CMS Updates

CMS Releases New MLN Matters Article–Overview of the HIPAA 5010
The implementation of HIPAA 5010 presents substantial changes in the content of the data that providers submit with their claims, as well as the data available to them in response to their electronic inquiries.  This Special Edition MLN Matters article, SE0904, alerts providers of these HIPAA changes and how they need to plan for their implementation.


FDA Updates

FDA Grants Accelerated Approval to Bevacizumab Injection (Avastin®, Genentech, Inc.) as a Single Agent for Patients with Glioblastoma with Progressive Disease
On May 5, 2009, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration granted accelerated approval to bevacizumab injection (Avastin®, Genentech, Inc.) as a single agent for patients with glioblastoma, with progressive disease following prior therapy.  The approval was based on demonstration of durable objective response rates observed in two single-arm trials, AVF3708g and NCI 06-C-0064E.

Full prescribing information, including clinical trial information, safety, dosing, drug-drug interactions and contraindications is available on the FDA website.

MedWatch - Tarceva (erlotinib): Dear HCP Letter Issued to Warn About GI Perforation, Exfoliative Skin Conditions and Corneal Perforation/Ulceration
On May 8, 2009, the FDA Safety Information and Adverse Event Reporting Program issued the following alert to oncological, dermatological and ophthalmological healthcare professionals:

“OSI, Genentech and FDA notified healthcare professionals of new safety information added to the WARNINGS AND PRECAUTIONS sections of the prescribing information for Tarceva. Gastrointestinal perforation (including fatalities), bullous, blistering and exfoliative skin conditions including cases suggestive of Stevens-Johnson syndrome/toxic epidermal necrolysis, in some cases fatal, and ocular disorders, including corneal perforation or ulceration have been reported during use of Tarceva.  The new safety information comes from routine pharmacovigilance activities of clinical study and postmarketing reports.  Tarceva monotherapy is indicated for the treatment of patients with locally advanced or metastatic non-small cell lung cancer after failure of at least one prior chemotherapy regimen. In combination with gemcitabine, Tarceva is also indicated for the first-line treatment of patients with locally advanced, unresectable, or metastatic pancreatic cancer.”

The complete MedWatch 2009 Safety summary and OSI Dear Healthcare Professional Letter are available through the MedWatch website.

Drug Shortage Updates
On April 27, the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) declared that the Leucovorin shortage, which was first announced on January 8, is over.  However, FDA is now reporting shortages of Morphine Sulfate Oral Solution and Methotrexate injection.

Currently, Roxane Laboratories has Morphine Sulfate Oral Solution available, and APP Pharmaceuticals has the 25 mg/mL (with preservative) 10 mL vial (NDC 63323-123-10) Methotrexate injection available.

Mytomycin and oxycodone are also currently on the FDA shortage list.  More information about the shortages is available on the FDA website.
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