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– Recipient Program Descriptions –



Florida Society of Clinical Oncology (FLASCO)
Marketing Initiative for the Florida Cancer Trials Network (FCTN)

Introduction
The Florida Society of Clinical Oncology (FLASCO) is requesting a grant to develop and implement a marketing initiative for its statewide Florida Cancer Trials Network.
FLASCO is the primary society representing Oncologists in the state of Florida and strives to facilitate multidisciplinary efforts to improve cancer care for patients in our state. FLASCO leadership believes that patient participation in cancer clinical trials is vital to making advances in cancer care. As a result, FLASCO leadership is committed to establishing a statewide Cancer Trials Network to increase the number of high quality cancer trials available in Community Cancer Centers across the state and thereby increase patient access to clinical trials.

Market Needs Assessment

Cancer is the second leading cause of death in Florida as well as the United States. In Florida, 96,719 people were diagnosed with cancer and 38,835 people died from cancer in 2001. The lifetime probability of developing cancer is now estimated at 1 in 3. Nearly one out of every four deaths (23.2%) in Florida was due to cancer. According to a 2003 Impact Report by Tufts Center for the Study of Drug Development, pharmaceutical companies now have an average total R&D cost of $897 million, which has more recently been predicted to increase to $2 billion by 2015. Bio-tech and pharmaceutical companies must initiate their clinical trials in an increasingly efficient manner and ensure they are done within a set budget and timeline. The FCTN is designed to shorten study initiation times and increase enrollment in clinical trials while lowering costs and decreasing times involved with drug development. 
Achievements

The Planning Phase: (Supported by ASCO Affiliate Site Grant $5,000):

The Florida Society of Clinical Oncology was awarded a grant in 2006 by ASCO to develop a statewide cancer trials network. FLASCO has utilized these funds to further engage the cancer research community by evaluating the potential of strategically bringing clinical research to the state by organizing the development and implementation of the Florida Cancer Trials Network. The foundation for the FCTN, with the support of the FLASCO membership, has been laid to create a sustained effort to increase access and accrual into adult cancer clinical trials in the state of Florida.  

The initial objectives of the FCTN were established and achieved as follows:

1. Established a Cancer Trials Network Advisory Board (CTAB) as a governing structure for the Network

2. Determined criteria for participation and credentialing. 

3. Developed a database of community based trial sites and participating Principal Investigators for the network.

4. Creation of criteria for selecting trials for the network.

5. Developed a 5-Year Plan for the FCTN. 

Proposed Next Steps
The Florida Cancer Trials Network (FCTN) is now prepared to begin a significant marketing initiative to assist in carrying out the vision of the organization. FCTN exists to identify and align clinical trial resources within Florida in order to seek out and place cutting edge clinical trials throughout the state. By promoting the individual institutional abilities and resources collectively as a group, the FCTN will provide efficiency and improve response time in placing clinical trials in the state of Florida. Actively promoting the services of the FCTN to patients and Oncologists will enhance availability of and enrollment on high impact clinical trials throughout the state of Florida.  

The funding from this grant would be used to develop a marketing plan for patients and Oncologists. A brochure/packet of materials will be developed for each of these groups. The materials designed for Oncologists will inform them about the FCTN and the benefits of participating in its trials. The materials designed for patients will be used by the FCTN to reach out to patients through advocacy and support groups to inform them about the high quality clinical trials available in their community. These materials can also be used by participating Oncologists to educate their own patients that are potential candidates for FCTN trials. 
Massachusetts Society of Clinical Oncology

Mentor Program for Oncology Hematology Fellows

There are many avenues of opportunity for fellows coming out of fellowship programs, however, many times fellows are not exposed or given the opportunity to review and discuss these differing career paths and what they entail. Academic, as well as private practices in different venues, and industry all have such opportunities. Massachusetts Society of Clinical Oncology (MSCO) did a pilot program this past year and had tremendous positive feedback on the program and its continuation. Therefore, we are requesting a grant to help fund this program. This includes a full day with speakers in various areas of the profession including academics, private practice, basic research and industry, going over what opportunities there are, as well as giving first hand experience on day-to-day life in these areas of dedication. Curriculum vitae critiques will be set in 15-minute increments with professional career consultants.

Michigan Society of Hematology and Oncology

Charting a Career Course in Hematology and Oncology

Physicians in Oncology Fellowship programs recognize that they should reap the rewards of their long and rigorous education and training. The clinical training curriculum has no provision for career planning and understanding the structures, operations and employer expectations of a career in hem/onc. We propose a three session (2 webinars, 1 live meeting) educational series to guide trainees in reviewing their options, identifying their interests and preparing themselves to be an attractive candidate for future employment. Bringing attending physicians and their administrators to the live meeting will provide networking possibilities as well as an understanding of all areas that must be resolved prior to employment for a successful long term affiliation.  

North Carolina Oncology Association and South Carolina Oncology Society

NCOA and SCOS Joint Membership Meeting and MAC Project

The ASCO State Affiliate Societies, North Carolina Oncology Association (NCOA) and South Carolina Oncology Society (SCOS) propose organizing a joint Fall Membership Meeting in 2007. This will be a two day meeting.  

The first day will focus on issues related to the reorganization of Medicare Part A and Part B to a Medicare Administrative Contractor (MAC); and what implications this reorganization will have on the role of Carrier Medical Directors and Carrier Advisory Committees. We will invite the Board Members and CAC Representatives from the State Societies of Virginia and West Virginia, as well as other interested parties who are in our MAC jurisdiction, to begin discussions and develop a strategic plan for ways to share information and work cooperatively to address MAC-related issues.

The second day of the meeting will be a clinical oncology update. During this day’s sessions we will utilize speakers exclusively from our local academic institutions in North and South Carolina. Faculty physicians will be encouraged to discuss any local research initiatives relative to the topic they are reviewing. The clinical sessions will also include a Fellow Recognition Lecture and a Research Fellow Poster Session.

Oklahoma Society of Clinical Oncology

Centralized Clinical Trials Information

There is no central resource to find out what clinical trials are taking place in Oklahoma. There are “turf” issues between the university and other places who participate in trials. The Cherokee Nation Cancer Programs (see http://www.cherokee.org/services/health/cancer/) would like to be the centralized resource for OK cancer trials. The Oklahoma Society of Clinical Oncology (OSCO) and the Cherokee Nation are partners in different cancer-related activities and would like to collaborate on the centralized website. OSCO was originally going to apply for a grant to collect the information and put it on the http://www.oscoOK.org website; at a meeting with Cherokee Nation, however, it was discovered that they were already collecting some data and were trying to figure out what information they would need for the database that will be connected to their website. Both entities discussed a partnership, with http://www.oscoOK.org having a link to the Cherokee Nation’s clinical trial information.

In addition, Oklahoma has 39 federally recognized tribes, and with a national participation rate of 4% in clinical trials, the American Indian participation rate is much lower. This collaboration will also help provide information for the other tribes, and it will be more acceptable because the information isn’t coming from a state agency or just a “white” source.

Cherokee Nation has had a Cancer Registry for over six years and is a year ahead of the OK Comprehensive Cancer Control Network’s (OK CCN) plan. Cherokee Nation is one of 80+ collaborators with the OK CCCN plan, as well as OSCO.

Once the initial data is in place, there is also a need to continue collection of the data and update the clinical trials information on a regular basis.

Oregon Society of Medical Oncology

Revitalization of the State Society & Introductory Educational Meeting

The Oregon Society of Medical Oncology (OSMO) was one of the first state oncology societies. At the time of its inception OSMO was formed as a patient advocacy group and was active in working with Medicare and private payer medical directors. Over time the society became inactive. Today there is renewed interest among Oregon’s oncologists in revitalizing OSMO.

OSMO proposes to re-establish the society as the leading oncology organization in the state of Oregon. OSMO will launch this effort by holding an educational meeting focusing on the reorganization of the society, legislative issues, Medicare reimbursement and current clinical issues. This meeting will not be accredited.

Texas Society of Medical Oncology

Poster session for Fall Membership Meeting 2007

The Texas Society of Medical Oncology (TSMO), an ASCO state affiliate, is proposing to augment its Fall Membership Meeting in 2007 with research presentations by oncology fellows & providers. The goal of this meeting is to build bridges between the practicing membership of TSMO and the academic communities within our state.    

Fellows in medical oncology training programs in the Great State, as well as mid-level providers, nurses, administrators, and practicing medical oncologists will be asked to submit abstracts for presentation at TSMOs Fall Meeting. A review panel consisting of TSMO members & faculty physicians from academic institutions will review and rank all abstracts. Selected abstracts will compose the lectures at the meeting. All abstracts judged to have merit will be displayed in a Poster Session. The planning committee will assign categories of abstracts from which awards for the best submissions will be made. Presenters will be offered a stipend for transportation and accommodations at the meeting. Included in the meeting will be a session to explore ways to continue to create ties between the academic institutions (and the training programs) and TSMO. 
Washington State Medical Oncology Society
MAC Jurisdiction 2 Regional Symposium: Alaska, Idaho, Oregon & Washington

The Washington State Medical Oncology Society (WSMOS) would host a regional symposium with the other states in the MAC Jurisdiction 2, Alaska, Idaho and Oregon. The transition mandated in the Medicare Modernization Act of 2003 (MMA) from the current claims payment contractors to the new Medicare Administrative Contractors (MACs) represents a major change for physicians and contractors. There exists a great need for information regarding the MACs. 

The MAC Jurisdiction 2 Regional Symposium will allow for a discussion of the MACs, the benefits, goals and challenges of the program and set the foundation for a regional collaboration. The meeting will not be accredited.
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