
Patient with active 
malignancy 

Hospitalized for 
acute medical 

illness?

Undergoing major 
surgery?*

Does person have 
Multiple Myeloma 

and Tx. =***

Contraindications?

Yes

Use mechanical 
prophylaxis

Use 
anticoagulation

Use mechanical 
prophylaxis

Use 
anticoagulation 
with mechanical 

methods

Prophylaxis with 
LMWH and/or 
adjusted dose 

warfarin

No routine 
prophylaxis

Contraindications?

YesNo YesNo

Yes

Contraindications?

Yes

CONTRAINDICATIONS

-Active, uncontrollable bleeding
-Active cerebrovascular hemorrhage
-dissecting or cerebral aneurysm
-Bacterial endocarditis
-Pericarditis
-Active peptic or other GI ulceration
-Severe, uncontrolled or malignant 
hypertension
-Severe head trauma
-Pregnancy (warfarin)

*Major surgery = 
laparotomy, laparoscopy 

or thoracotomy > 30 
minutes

**If taking thalidomide or lenalidomide and 
chemotherapy or dexamethasone 

No No No No routine 
prophylaxis

Yes

No

This algorithm is derived from recommendations in the ASCO 2007 Guideline: Recommendations for Venous Thromboembolism Prophylaxis and Treatment in Patients with Cancer.  This algorithm is a practice tool based on ASCO® practice guidelines and is not 
intended to substitute for the independent professional judgment of the treating physician.  Practice guidelines do not account for individual variation among patients.  This tool does not purport to suggest any particular course of medical treatment.  Use of the 
practice guidelines and this algorithm are voluntary.  The practice guidelines and additional information are available at http://www.asco.org/guidelines/vte.  Copyright © 2007 by the American Society of Clinical Oncology. All rights reserved.

ASCO PROPHYLAXIS ALGORITHM FOR VENOUS THROMBOEMBOLISM:  2007

CONTRAINDICATIONS, continued

-Heparin-induced thrombocytopenia 
(heparin, LMWH)
-Epidural catheter placement

High Risk, Do only with caution
-Recent surgery and history of VTE 
-Recent intracranial surgery 
-High risk of high falls
-Preexisting thrombocytopenia
-Preexisting coagulopathy
-Poor compliance with medical therapy



Patient with cancer with 
established VTE

Contraindications?

Administer routine 
treatment for up to 6 

months
Consider IVC filter

Continued treatment 
for active cancer at 6 

months?

No further 
anticoagulation

Consider extended 
anticoagulation

Yes

YesNo

No Yes
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