CAC Program Overview
CAC Network Meeting
Each year, ASCO hosts, along with the American Society of Hematology (ASH) and the Society of Gynecologic Oncologists (SGO), a two-day meeting of CAC representatives and alternates from oncology, hematology and gynecologic oncology, as well as state oncology/hematology society presidents and members of related government and practice committees from the three organizations. This CAC Network Meeting provides the opportunity for CAC members from around the country to meet and discuss CAC-related items, to share local Medicare coverage issues, and to brainstorm solutions.  
MAC Advisory Group

Under the direction of the Clinical Practice Committee, ASCO has established a new Medicare Administrative Contractor (MAC) advisory group.  This group includes two CAC representatives from each of the 15 assigned A/B MAC jurisdictions, and works to develop models for coordinating input on oncology policies among affected states, actively monitors the consolidation of LCDs within the new MAC jurisdictions, and reports out to other stakeholders in their areas.

CAC Network E-News

ASCO sends a monthly electronic newsletter to hematology/oncology CAC representatives, state society presidents, and state society executive directors with information relevant to their participation in the local coverage process.  Topics typically include a) updates on Medicare Administrative Contractor (MAC) awards, b) proposed and final oncology-specific local coverage determinations, c) national coverage developments, d) recent FDA approvals, and e) new compendia off-label listings.
CAC Website
ASCO maintains a dedicated section of the website for CAC activities, which includes the contact information for the Contractor Medical Directors and CAC representatives (by state).  The goal of this site, www.asco.org/cac, is to facilitate contact between ASCO members and their various state CAC representatives regarding the local coverage advocacy process, and to help CAC representatives network with one another.
Local Coverage Policy Monitoring
ASCO subscribes to every Medicare contractor listserve, and monitors developments in local coverage for oncology/hematology drugs and services, then informs the oncology/hematology CAC members (through our monthly CAC E-Newsletter) on the status of new local coverage restrictions throughout the country.  
CAC Listserve

ASCO developed a two-way listserve so that CAC representatives throughout the country could network with one another, and problem-solve in real time and separate from the CAC Network Meeting.  We monitor the CAC listserve closely to ensure that discussions are confined to Medicare payment and coverage.  
Outreach to Contractor Medical Directors

ASCO continues to develop ways of reaching out to CMDs so that they recognize ASCO, its state/regional affiliates, and the oncology CAC representatives as authoritative resources on cancer care.  To this end, all CMDs recently received copies of Clinical Cancer Advances, one of our annual society newsletters.  We are also planning outreach to the CMDs regarding off-label drug uses and the compendia to address recent compendium changes.  
